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Newtown Laurie and

Tom McGrath Darien Observers Peter

Knight

Westport Peter Hood

Fairfield Welcome In

the absence of David Streit Erin McKenna presided and opened the meeting at10 30 amShe asked

Peter Knight tokeep the Minutes Approval of

Minutes The Minutes oftheSeptember 10 2012 meeting having been circulated previously were approved
unanimously Treasurers

reportInthe absence of Treasurer Pat Sesto no report was submitted Dave Shugarts

informed those present that the annual membership feefor municipalities was 250 and Colin Kelly
advised that itwas normally collectable atyearend TheAlliance currently holds about3000 thatis
available for future projects Town reports

Darien The

McGrath snotedthatnochange of significance had occurred Hunting is limited to private property About
15 ofthe Town s acreageis public land but this is not being hunted Laurie drew the meetings

attentiontoanexcellent article published recently in the New York Times onthe deer issue and recommended it
beread Newtown Dave

Shugarts noted that the Be Safe Redding initiative spearheaded byDavid Streit had been quite

successful the aim being to introduce properly licensed and active hunters tolandowners who wanted the
numbers ofdeer on their property containedA similar program is under way as Be Safe Newtown The
program depends onthe active involvement ofindividuals willing tospread the word and knock on
doors The reception was almost universally positive and David estimated that6070ofTown residents favored
amanagement program Stamford Erin

McKenna reported that the Town sDirectorofPublic Health Safety and Welfare was open to the
introduction ofamanagement program The attendance atthelast Alliance meeting ofa representative from

the police department had been encouraging Howeveras yet the Town had not taken the issue
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Kelly said that he had made several attempts tocontact the Deer Committee Chair SusanPike but

without success Heinvited Peter Knightacommittee membertoinform about the committee s progressAfter

a year 2011 of meetings under the auspices of the RTM Westport sFirstSelectman had formeda

committee to address the conclusion by the RTM that the Town was host to too many deer Afurther year

2012 had gone by and the committee had progressed onanumber of fronts most specifically to

pursue the program of contraception promotedbyDr Alan Rutburg ofTufts University and using the

vaccine PZP that was administered to does by dart In the context of the Town sNoHunting ordinance this

approach was favored by the majority of the committee but notPeter who felt that alethal solution was

theonly one that could produce meaningful results Thesecond major recommendation bythe committee was

tocontract withacommercial enterprise VisionAirofBoise Idaho toconduct a Forward Looking Infra

Red FLIR survey to establish a count of Westport s deerpopulation The cost ofthis 6100

wassubsequently approvedbythe Town sFinanceCommittee Other matters

David Shugarts in discussing the FLIR program noted that the results at Shelter Island were so

inconsistent that the residents refused torenew the fly over contract In regard to the PZP program Dave

pointed out that this had only been successful in highly concentrated areas where thedeer where easily

approachable Its success ina town such as Westport was more doubtful He recommends spot light

sampling He also said that the State does daylight aerial surveying when thereis snow cover forFairfield County

but not individual municipalities although Ridgefield hasdone one and he wondered if theState assisted

themornotsIt was

noted also that the CAGS under the leadership of Kirby Stafford would conducta3year studyin Redding partially

subsidized byagrant from the CDC The study over relatively small test areas would include the

effectiveness ofbait boxes tick sprays sharp shooting hunting and an area that would beleft untouched Future

meetings

andPlans Erin noted

that David Streit had indicated his wish tostep down from the presidency and there is aneed therefore to

look for asuccessor Attendance at themeetings has dwindled and we need to revitalize the Alliance s

effortsSpecificallyifarepresentative could notattend helshe should findasubstitute Laurie reiterated

that recruiting municipalities tojoin the FCDMA is very important Collin suggested thatwe note which

municipalities paytheir dues but do not attend the meetings and tryto get them to send a representative Future

quarterly

2013 meetings would be held on the following dates March 11

June 10 September 9 and December 9There being

no further business onmotion duly made and seconded the meeting was adjourned Peter Knight
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