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49 Plumtrees Road Connecticut 06801 Phone 203j 7435500 Fax 203j 7481333

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
BETHEL POLICE COMMISSION
WEDNESDAY JULY 18 2012

BETHEL POLICE DEPARTMENTCONFERENCE ROOM

ATTENDING VICE CHAIRMAN HUGO GRECO
COMMISSIONER DAN GROSSO
COMMISSIONER CHRIS MCCOLLAM
COMMISSIONER MIKE DUFF
CHIEF JEFFREY FINCH

ABSENT CHAIRMAN NICHOLAS ELLIS

Vice Chairman Hugo Greco opened the meeting at605 pmChairman Greco noted the presence of First Selectman Matt Knickerbocker andCaptain Dave Bruckenthal at the meeting

General Public Comments
None

2 Review of Past Minutes for51612 6512 6612
Motion by Comm McCollam to accept the minutes of the51612 meetingseconded by Comm Duff unanimous
Motion by Comm McCollam to accept the minutes of the 6512 meeting and the6612 meeting seconded by Comm Greco unanimous
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3 Budget Resort
Chief Finch stated that at the51612 meeting Chairman Ellis requestedclarification of the details of Miscellaneous Administration MiscellaneousOther and Town Other accounts which average about 20K per year Theseaccounts include expenses which are different enough to not be included instandard categories such as short shift vacation and the like according to theChief Rather than list each they are lumped under miscellaneous and otherAlso noted was 112K for Dispatch overtime for the last fiscal year to dateFederal and State grants have historically paid for 75 to 100 of the expensefor DWI narcotic and seat belt check point enforcement Yearend budget finalexpenses have yet to be finalized according to Chief Finch due to some

outstandftlg expenses Also approximately 100K of the negative 214K is dueto the 53 week in the budget of which only 52 were budgeted for The 53dweek expenses were attached to the budget Comm McCollam requested thatchild safety seat belt checks be added as a Department service to the



community Chief Finch pointed out certain liability issues which could arise fromthis Motion by Comm McCollam to accept the budget report as presentedseconded by Comm Duff unanimous

4 Old Business

a Monthly Reports
Chief Finch stated that there is nothing significant to report concerning the
monthly reports Comm McCollam noted the last two months arrests as holdingsteady Motion by Comm Greco to accept the monthly reports as writtenseconded by Comm McCollam unanimous

Motion by Comm McCollam to add CaptainsSalary under New Business asitem 5a and seconded by Comm Duff unanimous Motion by Comm McCollamto invite First Selectman Knickerbocker and Capt Bruckenthal into the discussionseconded by Comm Greco unanimous

5 New Business
a Captains Position
Motion by Comm Duff that this matter be tabled until it can be considered by afull board seconded by Comm Grosso Comm McCollam asked that it be
discussed and the decision tabled First Selectman Knickerbocker requestedthat the proposal be heard adding that it was necessary that the item be on the
agenda because clarification was needed to the Captainssalary with approvalby the Commission Chief Finch stated that hearing his proposal at this timewould make the Commission better informed for a future meeting when they metwith Chairman Ellis present Comm Duff agreed to listen to the Chiefsproposalbefore voting the motion The Chief passed out a list of his proposals concerningthe Captain position Capt Bruckenthal would receive his present salary until
January 2013 at which time he would receive the 25 raise to establish him atthe top step Capt Bruckenthal would be eligible on July 2013 for whatever
percentage increase is established for the Police Union andornonbargainingemployees The overall effect is a twostep pay scale the starting step being96 of the top step In addition a Captain as long as certified would be entitledto the Departments1K MRT stipend

Having heard the proposal Comm Duff asked that the motion of waiting for a fullboard before voting be moved The motion passed the vote being two for and
one against This item will appear under Old Business at the next meeting

6 Correspondence
a Ms Cortopassi Union UPSEU Local 424 Unit 45In a letter on behalf of the Union Union President Sandra Cortopassi askedabout the status of regionalization of dispatch The question was referred to theFirst Selectman in attendance who provided in a statement for the record thatthere is no proposal have been no meetings and do not expect either to occur



b Ms Frank
In her letter Ms Frank thanked the Bethel PD for unlocking her car

c YB Grant Denial
A Youth Bureau grant application was turned down Comm McCollam askedabout the order of consideration for the next round of grant requests Chief Finchstated out the worthiness of the grant is the main consideration Vice ChairmanGreco asked the Chief to find out the reason for the denial The Chief will haveYouth Officer Morris look into this

7 Chiefs Report
Training Report Monthly

Two month reports were in the hands of Commissioners

New Officer Academy
The new officer is currently at the Academy A second hiring is still pending withbackground checks being conducted on candidates

Dispatch Opening
A certified dispatcher is being considered for filling the vacancy in Dispatch

8 Commissioner Comments
Comm Duff was impressed during a recent incident on Long Meadow La by theharmony which existed within and between departments in dealing with itComm McCollam requested again the attendance of police officers at a one daytraining course for the6wheel Polaris ATV Twelve firemen have alreadyattended the course The vehicle would be useful to the Department for searchand extraction of individuals in and from wooded areas
Comm Grosso requested that in future police officer candidate interviewsindividuals show up all at one time and draw from a hat to determine the order inwhich they appear before the Commission so no one gets preference over theother

Comm Greco thanked the Department for what they were able to do in the recenthitandrun incident involving his dog The Commisioner also thanked thoseinvolved in the recent rededication of FJ Clarke Park

At 700 motion by Comm McCollam to adjourn seconded by Comm Duffunanimous

R spectfully Submitted

Ferdinand Miller Jr

Secretary


