
TOWN OF BETHEL
SPECIAL TOWN MEETING

TUESDAY January 17 2012
CLIFFORD HURGIN MUNICIPAL CENTER m

General Purpose

Room
7

00
P M1
PresentTownCounsel MartinLawlor
Jr

FirstSelectman MatthS
Knickerbocker

Selectman
Richard
C

Straiton
Selectman

PaulRSzatkowskiTownClerkLisaBerghand

Comptroller
RobertKozlowskir0ayLa

N

N

J

QFQ
C

F
Call

to
Order

FirstSelectmanMatthew
S

Knickerbockercalledthe
Special

Town

Meeting
toorder

at

7
05

P

M

followedby
the

pledge

of
allegiance

Town

Clerk
Lisa

Bergh

read

the

call

seeattached
Motion

to

acceptthecallmade
byRobert

Legnard

the
motion

was

secondedby
Pat

Rist
A

vote
was

taken

themotion

was approved
William

Hillman

calleda Pointof

Order

Hequestioned
the

financing

disclosure
within
thecallMrHillmanstated

that

the

total
dollar

amount
exceeds1000

000

00

whichrequiresamachinevoteperTownCharter

Town
CounselLawlordisagreedstatingthepurchaseprice

to

be
withinthe

limits
allowing

a

vote at
this
Special

TownMeeting Pointof
Order

deniedBilly Michaelcalled
a

PointofOrder
He

questioned
the
legalityof having

this

SpecialMeeting
without

benefit of verifying voter status TownDemocraticRegistrar
Mary

O
Leary

stated

that

the
official

voter
list

was

present

shouldtherebe
anyquestionPointoforderdismissedBillyMichaelmadeamotiontoappointRobertLegnardasModeratorRobertLegnard

respectfully
declinedthenominationandmadeamotiontonominateFirstSelectmanMatthewKnickerbockerasModeratorThemotionwassecondedbyBethCavagnaJohnHolbrookmadeamotionto

close

nominations

Motion

was

seconded

by

John



ONeill Vote taken to close nominations motion passes Vote taken to

elect M Knickerbocker as moderator

Motionpasses
Town

CounselMartinLawlorread
Resolution

1

see
attached

Motionseconded

by
RobertLegnardDiscussion

BethCavagna
Spoke

infavor ofthepurchase
of

open
space

Billy

MichaelQuestioned
the

balance
in

the
OpenSpace

Account
TownPlanner

Steve
Palmergave

the
balancewithin

the
accountas

approximately
210

000 00

Billy
MichaelaskedthatmoremoneybeusedfromtheOpen

Space

Account to offsettheburden onthetaxpayersHe
also

notedthatduringthe

upcoming

budgetdeliberations

hewill be

askingfor
an800

000
offset
in

the operating

budget
PaulImprotaspokeinfavorof

thepurchase
Bob

Eckenrode

Newtown

Forest
Representativerelayed

that
theNewtownForest

Association
isthrilled

with
thispurchaseandofferedthe

expertise
ofhisassociation

in
helpingBethel

to
managethe landHeread

a
letterofsupport

from
the

Newtown

Forest
AssociationJohnONeillSpoke

infavor
of

the
purchase

Lisa
Lettieri

Spokein
favor

of

the
purchase

Gerard
Brooker

Spoke

in
favor

of
the

purchase

Judy
Novachek

Suggested
a

large

sign

acknowledging

the
Franc

Family

should

be

placed
at

thecornerofOld
Halweyville

Road

and

Plumtrees

Road
Don

Warfield

President

of

the
Bethel

Land

Trust

is

concerned
that

the

contract

will

notlimit

use
of

the
property

inthe future

for use

as
recreationfields

etcItshouldremainOpen
Space

First

SelectmanKnickerbocker

informed

Mr

Warfield
that it

his

intention
to
form

anAd

HocCommittee
charged

with
keeping

this

propertyin

its
natural

state

and possiblysuggests
usage

for

passive

recreation

Tom

Wolfe

Spoke
in

favorof
the

purchase



Noel Gill Spoke in favor of the purchase

MichaelMack

Spoke

in

favor
ofthe

purchaseRobertLegnard
Spokein

favor
ofthe

purchase

John

HolbrookSpoke in
favor

ofthe
purchase

and
recommends

that

Theproperty
be

turned

over

totheBethel
Land

Trust
in

order

to

maintainitas

open

space

not

town

owned property
that

in

thefuturecan be

developed

into

ballfields
or

locations

for

Town
Buildings

As

the

case

in
Westport

Tom

Carruthers

spoke

in
favor

of

the

purchase

John
Holbrook

made
a

motionto
movethequestionmotionwassecondedbyJohnONeillMotionapprovedAvotewastakenon

the
main

motion

Motion

approved

A

motion

to

adjourn

was

made

by

Robert

Legnard

motion

was

seconded

by

Richard

Straiton

Vote

all

in

favor

motion

unanimously

approved

Meeting

adjourned

at

7

52

PM

Respectfully

sub

fitted

Lisa

rgh

C

C

Bethel

Town

Clerk



WARNING

NOTICE OF SPECIAL TOWN MEETING
OF THE TOWN OF BETHEL CONNECTICUT

r

0

SEAL

The Legal Voters of the

Town
of

Bethel

Connecticut

and
those

persons
entitled

tovotetherein
are

notifiedto
assemble

ata
Special

TownMeeting
to

beheld
in

theClifford
J

HurginMunicipal
Center

MeetingRoom
A

1School
Street

Bethel

Connecticut

06801

onTuesday
January

172012
at

700
p

m forthefollowing

purpose

to

wit

1

To

consider

and

take
action

upona
recommendation

by

the

Bethel

Board

of

Selectmen

and

approved

by

the

Bethel
Board

ofFinance
that

the
Town

ofBethelpurchase
thereal

property
currentlyownedby

Anna
FrancSophia

Shail
JohnFrancAmbroseFrancJacob

Franc
andthe

Estateof
FrankFranc

located
at

the
corner

of

PlumtreesRoad

and

Old

HawleyvilleRoad
consisting

of

seventy
two

72

acresmore
or

less
identified

and

shown
on

theTown
of

Bethel

Assessor

s
Map

86

Block

70
LotO1

for
the

sum

ofNine

Hundred

and
Fifty

Thousand

Dollars950
000

00
further

thatthe
Townof

Bethel financeandor

borrow
a

sum
notto

exceed

Eight

HundredFifty
FiveThousand
Dollars

855

000
00

to purchase

said
real

property

with the
balance of

the

purchase

price

of

Ninety

Five

Thousand

Dollars

95

000

00

to

be

paid

from

the

Open

Space

Fund

pursuant

to

a

pledge
of

the

Bethel

Planning

Zoning

Commission

on

December

13

2011

A

copy

of

said
map

depicting

said

real

property

is

available

for

review

during

normal
business

hours

at

the

Office

of

the

First

Selectman

Clifford

J

Hurgin

Municipal

Center

1

School

Street

Bethel

CT

2

To

take

any

and

all

action

legally

necessary
or

appropriate

to

accomplish

the

aboveintended
results

Dated

at

Bethel
Connecticut

this
20

day

of

December2011 zol2
a

I
1

A
4

55

BOARD
OF

SELECTMEN

MatthewS
Knickerbocker

First

Selectman
Richard

C

Straiton
Selectman

Paul

RSzatkowskiSelectman
T01

OF

ETf4EL
TONI

IGLERP



L1172012 Lisa Bergh Final Franc TM Motion 0116

11

doc
Page

1MotionForSpecialTownMeetingOfTheTownOfBethelConnecticutBethelMunicipalCenter1SchoolStreetMeetingRoomATuesdayJanuary172012At700pm

Shall

TheTownOf
Bethel
asrecommendedbytheBoardofSelectmenandapprovedbytheBoardofFinancepurchasetherealpropertyownedbyAnnaFrancSophiaShailJohnFrancAmbroseFrancJacobFrancandtheEstateofFrankFranclocatedatthecornerofPlumtrees RoadandOldHawleyvilleRoadconsistingofseventytwo72acresmoreorlessidentifiedandshownontheTownofBethelAssessorsMap86Block70LotO1forthesumofNineHundredandFiftyThousandDollars95000000andthattheTownofBethelpayfinanceandorborrowasumnottoexceedEightHundredFiftyFiveThousandDollars85500000forthebalanceofthepurchasesaidrealpropertywiththeOpenSpaceFundoftheBethelPlanningandZoningCommissioncontributingNinetyFiveThousandDollars9500000towardsthepurchaseprice


