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49 Plumtrees Road Connecticut 06801 Phone 203 7435500 Fax 203 7481333

o
o

C7
r
rnrr

rn
r

a
w
n
rn

ca

N
N

0

iI

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
BETHEL POLICE COMMISSION

WEDNESDAY FEB 20 2013

BETHEL POLICE DEPARTMENTCONFERENCE ROOM

ATTENDING CHAIRMAN MIKE DUFF

VICE CHAIRMAN HUGO GRECO

COMMISSIONER CHRIS MCCOLLAM
COMMISSIONER RICHARD KOLWICZ

CHIEF JEFFREY FINCH

ABSENT COMMISSIONER DAN GROSSO

Chairman Mike Duff opened the meeting at 605 pm The Commission pledged

allegiance to the flag First Selectman Matt Knickerbocker was in attendance

General Public Comments

None

2 Review of Past Minutes for 11613

Motion by Comm Greco to accept the minutes of11613 as presented
seconded by Comm Kolwicz unanimous

3 Budaet Report
Chief Finch reported expected overtime to be around 300K 50K more than

previously anticipated Dispatch accounts for much of the expected overrun now

standing at approximately 100K at mid fiscal year Last years total dispatch

overtime was 112K The Chief discussed the various reasons for Dispatch

turnover not all related to pay or benefits Chief Finch also noted Newtown

related expenses some of which may be reimbursed Comm McCollam

questioned several budget line items one account relating to a stolen vehicle and

a crime related vehicle another to the capital equipment account

Motion by Comm Greco to accept the budget report as presented seconded by

Comm McCollam unanimous

4 Old Business

a Monthly Reports
Chief Finch reported nothing significant to add to his regular packet of

information The UCR report lists crime categories tracked by the FBIand all

are felonies except for the Larceny category which also includes misdemeanor

larcenies
Motion by Comm Greco to accept the monthly reports as written seconded by

Comm McCollam unanimous



b 2013 2014 Budget Finance Board
Chief Finch reported that small errors in the proposed budget discovered in

sitting down with the First Selectman and the Comptroller resulted in his reducing
the overtime request in the proposed budget from 240K to 132K to maintain

the total budget request increase at772 Chief Finch and Chairman Duff will

present the proposed budget at the next Board of Finance meeting Other

Commissioners are invited to attend the meeting

First Selectman Knickerbocker stated that the Commissionsrequest to the State

Traffic Commission to make two roads in town No Thru Truck has been denied
the reason being that the STC sees no other convenient way for trucks to get to

southern Fairfield County The First Selectman stated that he is appealing one of

the decisions because the State made an error in assuming that the portion of

the requested road Mansfield goes all the way to the Danbury line Comm

McCollam asked about the raising of the railroad bridge on Rt53 First Selectman

Knickerbocker stated that in his conversations with State officials it was apparent
that nothing would be done anytime soon since the Statesefforts are

concentrated on the 64 of the Statesbridges deemed deficient or dangerous

5 New Business

a Site Plan Knollwood Dr

Lt Dickinson in attendance stated that this plan concerns a subdivision for the

purpose of duplicating existing housing It will have negligible impact on traffic

The lieutenant praised the T construction of driveways which allow cars to turn

around and pull out forward onto Knollwood rather than backing out which

requires a 500 foot sightline rare in Bethel Planning and Zoning should

consider this matter in future site plan approvals
Motion by Comm Kolwicz to accept the site plan and send it onto the Planning
and Zoning Commission seconded by Comm Greco unanimous

b Site Plan Stony Hill Inn

Chief Finch stated that concerning traffic plans for the development of this

property will be primarily a State issue since it is located on Rt6 a State road

Lt Dickinson was asked about any beneficial changes he recommends The

lieutenant stated that in this plan residences will be added to a section of Rt6

where residences have disappeared in the last 20 years 88 town houses 48

duplexes 60 apartments along with retail space will cause an increase in

pedestrian traffic in an area without sidewalks crosswalks or overhead lighting
Sidewalks planned for the front of this project will not connect with anything near

Target or Big Y The increased backup of traffic on Old Hawleyville turning left

on Rt6 and the entire intersection will be of concern Traffic engineers hired by
the developer and the Town of Bethel will have to address this before it goes
before the STC Chairman Duff favored local input concerning traffic

recommendations rather than relying totally on distant experts Besides the left

turn out of Old Hawleyville Lt Dickinson sees other difficult questions which

need answers such as the danger to pedestrians in an additional marked

crosswalk on a fourlane road Chairman Duff asked and the lieutenant agreed
to keep his eye on this during the project Comm McCollam noted the need for a



traffic light at Weed Rd and Rt6 Weed Rd he sees most residences in this

complex using in going to and from Bethel
Motion by Comm McCollam to accept Lt Dickinsonsreport concerning this site

plan and forward it onto Planning and Zoning seconded by Comm Greco
unanimous

c Speed Limits Various Roads

Chief Finch read from an application prepared by Lt Dickinson to the State DOT
for establishing speed limits for both directions on ten Bethel roads
25 mph on Blackman Av from Rt302 South to South St for a distance of 900 ft
20 mph on Castle Hill Dr from Payne Rd East and back to Payne Rd for 1765 ft
20 mph on Fairchild Dr from Bethpage Dr South to Cherry La for 1700 ft

25 mph on Francis Clarke Cir from Rt53 West and back to Rt53 for 4700 ft

25 mph on Garella Rd from Rt6 East to Vail Rd for 2300 ft
20 mph on Granite Dr from Knollwood Dr South to Rotella Dr for 1200 ft

20 mph on Hudson St from Fleetwood Av West to a private drive for 700 ft
20 mph on Knollwood Dr from Reservoir St South to Granite Dr for 2500 ft

20 mph on Meckauer Cir from Payne Rd East and back to Payne Rd for 1400 ft
25 mph on Shelley Rd from Rt302 North to the dead end for 4400 ft
Now that the State accepts 20mph speed limits it was the Lieutenants opinion
that a 20mph speed limit gives drivers a different impression of the neighborhood
and type of street through which they are driving Chairman Duff pointed out that

25mph is the ingear idle speed of many cars Better would be obstacle

warnings such as speed bumps to slow traffic down Chief Finch stated that

speed bumps have been considered by the Commission in the past and a few
have been installed

Motion by Comm Kolwicz to accept Lt Dickinsonsrecommendation seconded by
Comm McCollam unanimous

6 Correspondence
a Deborah Mabbet
A letter complimenting Off Kaufman for his professionalism in a recent incident

involving herself

b Ann Cleary
Chairman Duff read the following into the record After reading the

correspondence several times I did a little research These allegations have

been reviewed by both the Chief and the former Chairman of the Police
Commission In both reviews insufficient evidence was found to collaborate the

allegations or justify any further investigations It is my recommendation that we

dispense with any further action on these matters Comm Duff went on to say
that there are other avenues Mrs Cleary can pursue without using the Police

Commission as a platform Nor should Commission meetings be used by
anyone to further their personal agenda The Commission unanimously agreed

c Additional Letters

Thank you letter for Det Morris for her poster project along with Lt Dickinson
Letter thanking two officers for helping unlock a car



7 ChiefsReport

Training Report Monthly
Lt KennedysJanuary report was in the hands of the Commissioners concerning

training completed and future training Bill May is at the Academy and

Off Schretzenmayer is doing his field training

Sergeants Test Feb 2013

The test has been held and the results were in the hands of the Commissioners

The Commission agreed to interview the top three in executive session at a

special meeting and select one candidate for promotion to sergeant Comm

McCollam asked that both the Chief and the Captain be present at this meeting
Comm McCollam asked that the set meeting date accommodate Comm Grosso

so there is a full commission

Dispatcher Opening
Two openings have been filled One is hired and working the other is expected
to begin in ten days In response to a question the Chief stated that dispatchers
have to be certified within one year The Department generally certifies sooner

before they are allowed to work on their own

8 Commissioner Comments
Chairman Duff handed out blank3part firearm transfer forms which are filled out

by sellers and buyers a part of which is mailed to the police department of the

address towns and cities Chairman Duff noted a proposed non protection of gun

transfer lists by a State Senator If such an action is successful such an action

would make the forms and any computer lists accessible to the public using FOI

Freedom of Information procedures creating the possibility of the information

falling into the wrong hands The Chairman asked that the Department copy of

the firearm transfer form not be retained and any electronic information purged
on a timely basis The data is still available one copy goes to the State and the

other is retained by the FFL Federal Firearm Licensee The Chief believed this

may not be possible since the form is specifically directed to the recipient the

Police Department and like other such documents under State law would be

required to be retained and eventually purged after submitting the required

paperwork to the State Librarian Chairman Duff stated that he would prefer a

short retention period so that any FOI request must go through the State instead

of the Department

Comm McCollam stated that he knows a possible police dog donator who

wishing to remain anonymous for now asked that he first be given the breakdown

of the source of the dog the cost and where training is done Chief Finch

stated that the best dogs come from Europe or Eastern Europe The Chief will

obtain the other information which Comm McCollam will forward

At730 motion by Comm Kolwicz to go into executive session and invite Chief

Finch to attend seconded by Comm McCollam unanimous



At820 the Commission came out of executive session

At 821 motion by Comm Kolwicz to adjourn seconded by Comm Greco

unanimous

Respectfully Submitted

Ferdinand Miller Jr

Secretary


