
POLICF COMISSIII
49 Plumtrees Road Connecticut 06801 Phone 203 7435500 Fax 203 7481333

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
BETHEL POLICE COMMISSION
WEDNESDAY JULY 17 2013

BETHEL POLICE DEPARTMENTCONFERENCE ROOM

ATTENDING VICE CHAIRMAN HUGO GRECO
COMMISSIONER RICHARD KOLWICZ
COMMISSIONER CHRIS MCCOLLAM
CHIEF JEFFREY FINCH

ABSENT CHAIRMAN MIKE DUFF

Vice Chairman Hugo Greco opened the meeting at605 pm The Commission

pledged allegiance to the flag The Commission held a moment of silence in

honor of commissioner Dan Grosso recently passed away

1 General Public Comments

None

2 Review of Past Minutes for61913

Comm McCollam noted an error in New Business Line 1 under 5b Site Plan

should read Request from Planning Zoning fora 5 unit residential complex
Motion by Comm McCollam to accept the minutes of61913as amended
seconded by Comm Kolwicz unanimous

3 Budget Report
Overtime expenses associated with Communications staffing and Newtown

school security accounted for most of the 106K over budget expenses for 2012

2013fiscal year ending July 1St Also discussed was the Comptrollers line item

report for the same time period
Motion by Comm McCollam to accept the Budget Report as presented seconded

by Comm Kolwicz unanimous

4 Old Business

a Monthly Reports
Chief Finch reported DUI arrests as being slightly down while distracted driver
arrests cell phonetexting being doubled due to a State grant resulting in

increased enforcement by extra staff
Motion by Comm McCollam to accept the monthly reports as presented
seconded by Comm Kolwicz unanimous
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b Rt58 Culvert Construction

Signs warning of the August four day closing of a section of Rt58 Friday through
Monday are in place according to Lt Dickinson

5 New Business

a Parking Library PI

Chief Finch presented a request from Lt Dickinson that parking for four cars

between the library driveway and School St be eliminated by posting with No

Parking signs With the new library parking lot the spaces are no longer as

necessary and their elimination would improve the sight line for intersection

safety and crosswalk safety but also the safety of drivers pulling out of the library
driveway Numerous vehicle accidents have occurred at this location as well as

a cyclist and pedestrian being struck This would allow drivers to stop before the

crosswalk without pulling forward to see behind parked cars Comm McCollam

continued his push for a law change allowing a yellow zone to be painted on the
road instead of white as required on the right side of roads by the State
Motion by Comm Kolwicz in the interest of safety by improving the site line to

accept Lt Dickinsonsrecommendation to eliminate the parking spaces with a no

parking zone between the library driveway and School St seconded by Comm

McCollam unanimous

b Aunt PattysLa Speed Sign
Another Lt Dickinson request for establishing a 20 mph speed limit on Aunt

PattysLa West and the installation of a Dead End sign Police Commission
Chairman Duff not present was consulted and preferred a 25mph limit

Motion by Comm Kolwicz to concur with Lt Dickinsonsrecommendation of

placing a Dead End sign at the beginning of Aunt Pattys La W and posting of a

25 mph speed limit seconded by Comm McCollam unanimous

Chief Finch asked that Judd Av be added to New Business as item d

Motion by Comm McCollam that Judd Av be added to New Business as item 5d
seconded by Comm Kolwicz unanimous

c Policy Revisions

Chief Finch presented copies of modifications to eight policies changes indicated

by yellowedinsentences

Motion by Comm McCollam that the following general orders dated71713be

accepted as presented 201203 200201 200740 200603 200715 201302
201201 200408 seconded by Comm Kolwicz unanimous

d Judd Avc

Safety issues concerning this road have been addressed on several occasions in

the past by the Commission Some residents were not satisfied and asked that

their ongoing concerns be addressed before the start of the new school year

Improvements in signage were made several years ago according to the Chief

Though the schools and parking lots do not empty directly onto Judd the

JuddWhittlesey intersection is busy nonetheless during the opening and closing
of school In consultation with Capt Bruckenthal and Lt Dickinson the following



recommendations are proposed 1 The End of Rt58 sign should be

repositioned from the entrance to Judd to the actual end of Rt58 prior to Rt302

2 Brush obstructing signs should be cut back 3 The remnants of the double

line on Judd be removed and replaced by a single center line 4 Anew Slow

School Zone sign be placed between the last two poles just prior to Whitttesey

Dr exactly like the sign coming up Judd from Maple As a footnote the Chief

added The roadway is safe absent aberrant human behavior there has only
been one accident in the last few years one just recently where a jogger ran into

the side of a car Comm McCollam described the Statesfailures concerning
the crosswalk and curb the last time they worked on the intersection The

Commissioner asked that Lt Dickinson maintain contact with the DOT for the

upcoming project The engineering has been done according to the lieutenant

and should soon be going out for bids Comm McCollam asked the Chief if the

school SROs could educate students about safety issues on this road The

Commission discussed various speed options Given past studies Lt Dickinson

felt 25 mph is the most realistic speed
Motion by Comm McCollam to accept the Chiefsrecommendation for Judd Av

seconded by Comm Kolwicz unanimous

6 Correspondence
a CT Police Academy Off May
Off May came in 3rd out of a class of 48 according to correspondence received

from the Police Academy

b City of Norwalk Off Holland

A letter complimented Off Holland for his performance during his offduty time

7 ChiefsReport
Training Report Monthly

Lt Dickinsonsmonthly report was in the hands of the Commissioners

Pistol Permit Process
In response to a recent complaint to what was supposed to be an 8 week

process running into the 13t week the Chief responded by providing a letter

from the State stating that the former 8 week process now takes 14 to 16 weeks

due to the volume of permit applications being processed The Chief provided a

list of steps involved in the application process with emphasis upon the time flow

involved

Dispatch Opening
Two candidates have been identified for the remaining dispatch opening

according to the Chief

Police Officer Opening
Two openings exist For one position a certified candidate has been identified

For the other the interview process will be initiated



8 Commissioner Comments

Comm McCollam complimented Vice Chairman Greco for the moment of silence

at the meetingsbeginning and suggested that it be done at the beginning of

every meeting for departed members of the Commission and the Department in

general Comm Greco thanked the Department for its participation in

Commissioner Grossosfuneral

At745 motion by Comm Kolwicz to adjourn seconded by Comm McCotlam

unanimous

Respectfully Submitted

Ferdinand Miller Jr

Secretary


