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Minutes of Special Meeting
Monday, August 13,2007 — 7:00 P.M.
CJH Municipal Center — Meeting Room “A”

Present: Chairman Leroy Staib, Trisha Lewis, Charles Hurd, Charles Steck, David
Morgan, Edwin Rockwell. Warren Lafferty was also present.

Chairman Leroy Staib called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance
was said.

Correspondence: A note and a $100.00 check were received from Judy Walters Allison.
A $50.00 was received from Charles Steck. A telephone message was received from
Nelle Kearns offering old textbooks. Charles Steck added that he has old leatherbound
bookkeeping books detailing expenses of items of years past.

Old Business:

1. Jacking up floor and cementing chimney base: Nothing has been done yet. Need
to get this work done in order to proceed to other areas. Ed Rockwell volunteered to
meet the plaster restorer on Thursday. Charles Steck recommended another person to
give an estimate also. It was agreed to get the estimates. At the end of the week, there
should also be another estimate for the roof.

New Business:

1. Blackboards: There was discussion about covering the blackboards with plexi-glass
to preserve the writing.

2. Repair Sidewalls: Ed Rockwell reported that the boards are at least two different
sizes of wainscoting. He recommends replacing all of it. There isn’t enough wood there
to repair/replace all of it. Roy Staib spoke against replacing but, instead, trying to keep
as much of the original as possible. Charles Steck suggested replacing with new
chestnut. Charles Hurd suggested taking a piece to a local mill and having the necessary



amount custom cut to fit. He would look into the cost or the possibility of a donation.
There was no objection to his suggestion.

3. Replace the ceiling: There was discussion about leaving the sag in the ceiling or
fixing it. There will be difficulty in leveling the ceiling. Would it be better to take it
down completely or push it up and tie it? Ed Rockwell and Charlie Steck will get
estimates on the work.

4. Work Party Subcommittee: Roy Staib suggested a subcommittee to raise funds. A
total of only $467.00 was raised even after the two very good articles in the local
newspapers.

A motion was made by Charles Hurd, seconded by Ed Rockwell, to name Charles Steck
as the chairman of the Fundraising/Donation Subcommittee. As chairman, he would
select his committee members, not necessarily commissioners, to assist in raising funds.
The committee members would not have the membership rights of the commissioners.
The motion passed unanimously.

Chairman’s Report:

1. CT Historical Registration Application: Chairman Staib distributed copies of the
application to the members. If there is no objection, the application will be submitted on
Friday, August 17, 2007

There was discussion about having students visit the building as part of the Historical
Society tour. The question of safety was raised. Trisha Lewis volunteered to write a
letter to the Historical Society explaining that the interior of the building is in restoration
and, as such, is not safe for students to visit. Tours of the outside will be encouraged.

2. Meserve Application: Trisha Lewis will work on this application.

Charles Hurd has a list of people who have donated items and need to be thanked. Trisha
Lewis will contact Wendy Smith about thank you notes.

There was discussion about a school bell located in Brookfield that would meet the
specifications of a bell for the Plumtrees Schoolhouse. It’s owned by the mother of Jim
LaValle Jr. and is from Bridgewater. It’s 20” in diameter with a 27” yoke that will fit the
cradle with some adjustment. It’s in good shape with a little rust. The parts are
complete, and the ring is authentic. Bob Burke was asked to contact the owner.

Charles Steck suggested that Warren Lafferty, since he attended the school for seven
years, be asked to seek out photos of students and school events. Ed Rockwell thought a
list of attendees should be contacted for photos. He also has about 2,000 Christmas cards
from students saved by Anna Rockwell.



Charles Steck spoke about ridding the joists of beetles by using gas bombs. The
committee will look into this further.

Roy Staib spoke about the Plumtrees School Association and quoted these items from the
minutes: October 1968, a vote was taken to disband the Association; December 1968, it
was voted to allow the Library Board of Trustees to choose the scholarship winner,
March 1969, The Library Board of Trustees voted to award a $250 scholarship; June
1968, $5,000 was turned over to the Library.

Charles Hurd made a motion, seconded by David Morgan, to adjourn the meeting. The
motion passed. The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
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Acting Secretary



