
RECEIVE
JAN 3 0 2008

TOWN OF BETHEE
TOWN CLERK

BETHEL PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
January 28 2008

The monthly meeting ofthe Board ofDirectors ofthe Bethel Public Library washeld at the Bethel
Public Library January 28 2008

Present

Linda Curtis Eileen Freebairn Jane Shannon Leslie Mason Lorraine Go Gary Passineau Geraldine
Mills John R Cleary Terri Rotella Shari Burke Specht Bob Crnic Connie Booth

Absent

None

Librarv Staff
Director Lynn Rosato

Call to Order

As Treasurer Eileen Freebairn called the meeting to order at700PM

Treasurer Freebairn moved to add an agenda item to elect aChair ProTem until aChair is elected
Second by Connie Booth Motion passed by unanimous vote

Eileen Freebairn nominated Gary Passineau Chair ProTem Second by Connie Booth Motion passed byunanimous vote

Chair ProTem Gary Passineau welcomed and introduced new and returning Board members

Oven Discussion for Visitors
First Selectman Bob Burke introduced himself Mr Burke stated that he is committed to finishing the
remainder ofthe Librazy Building Project within the next 2 yeazs He stated that he is here to help andthe time is now

Atty Steve Gallagher introduced himself He advised that he is abackup attorney and is available to
assist the Boazd

Selectman Paul Szatkowski introduced himself He welcomed the Boazd to go forwazd with the
completion ofthe addition and offered his assistance

Correspondence
Director Rosato received a letter dated January 2 2008 from Wendy Smith appointing John R Clearyand Shari Burke Specht to the Board ofDirectors She also received a letter dated January 17 2008
from Wendy Smith appointing Terri Rotella and Robert Crnic to the Boazd ofDirectors Gary Passineau
stated that a thank you note wasreceived from Region Hospice



Minutes
Mr Crnic requested information regarding provisions taken toprovide the public the opportunity to
attend the meeting ofDecember 10 2007 at GreenwoodsTheOpera Cafe It was stated that the
meetings are always open to the public and the December 10 meeting was held prior to the dinner
Linda Curtis moved to accept the minutes ofthe meeting held on December 10 2007 Second by Connie
Booth Motion passed Gary Passineau Geraldine Mills John R Cleary Shani Burke Specht Bob Crnic
and Terri Rotella abstained

Connie Booth moved to accept the minutes ofthe December 18 2007 Special Meeting Second byEileen Freebairn Motion passed John R Cleary Shani Burke Specht Bob Crnic Tern Rotella and
Geraldine Mills with notice abstained

TreasurersReport
Treasurer Eileen Freebairn gave an overview ofher report dated December 10 2007 Jane Shannon
moved to accept the report Second by Connie Booth Motion passed by unanimous vote

Treasurer Eileen Freebairn gave an overview ofher report dated January 28 2008 Discussion followed
On the motion ofGeraldine Mills and the second ofConnie Booth the motion passed by unanimously

LibrariansReport
Director Rosato advised that she had nothing toadd to her monthly report

Old Business

Mr Crnic asked for clarification ofthe Nominating Committee Meeting on January 10 2008 It was
explained that the committee met and proposed a new slate ofofficers in consideration ofthe fact that
three members were not reappointed to the Board It was further stated that nominations would be taken
from the floor

First Selectman Burke clarified by saying that until the Board is seated there is no vote for a slate of
officers He also stated that there could be nominations from the floor

Mr Crnic moved to get clarification from Town Counsel or whomever the first selectman deems to
rule on this matter in order to avoid aconflict with the Town Charter Second by Geraldine Mills
Discussion followed Committee Chair Lorraine Go explained the process used to select the proposedslate and that nominations could be taken from the floor Director Rosato stated that it is common
practice among library boards to have a nominating committee

Atty Gallagher advised that the body needs to consider its nominating procedure in the future

Mr Crnic rescinded his motion Mrs Mills rescinded her second

New Business

Nominating Committee Chair Lorraine Go stated that she met with committee member Eileen
Freebairn and Director Rosato Ms Go proposed the following slate ofofficers

Gary Passineau Chair
Connie Booth Vice Chair



Leslie Mason Secretary
Eileen Freebairn Treasurer

Ms Go called for any other nominations from the floor Geraldine Mills nominated John R Cleary for
the office of Chair Second by Shari Burke Specht Mr Cleary nominated Geraldine Mills for Chair
Mrs Mills declined stating personal reasons Geraldine Mills moved toclose the nominations Second

by John R Cleary

Roll Call vote for Gary Passineau asChair Booth Freebairn Mason Shannonyes
Cleary Crnic Curtis Go Mills Burke Spechtno
Passineau and Rotella abstained

Roll Call Vote for John R Cleary asChair Cleary Crnic Go Mills Burke Specht Curtisyes
Booth Freebairn Mason Passineau Shannonno
Rotella abstained

John R Cleary was elected Chair by majority vote

Chair Go stated that the Nominating Committee has proposed Connie Booth as Vice Chair Geraldine
Mills nominated Lorraine Go for the office ofVice Chair Second by Bob Crnic John R Cleary moved
to close the nominations Second by Shari Burke Specht

Roll Call Vote for Connie Booth as ViceChairCurtis Freebairn Mason Passineau Rotella Shannon

yes

Cleary Crnic Mills Burke Specht no

Booth and Go abstained

Roll Call Vote for Lorraine Go as Vice Chair Cleary Crnic Go Mills Burke Spechtyes
Freebairn Mason Rotella Shannon no

Booth Curtis and Passineau abstained

Connie Booth waselected Vice Chair by majority vote

Chair Go stated that Leslie Mason has been proposed as secretary There were no nominations from the
floor Geraldine Mills moved to close the nominations Second by John R Cleary Leslie Mason was

elected secretary with 10 in favor Two members abstained

Chair Go stated that Eileen Freebairn has been proposed as treasurer Geraldine Mills moved to close the
nominations Second by John R Cleary Eileen Freebairn was elected treasurer by unanimous vote

The meeting wasadjourned at756PM tomove downstairs The meeting reconvened at8OSPM John R

Cleary assumed the chair

Union Savings Bank Corporate Authorization Resolution Eileen Freebairn moved to update
the bank records with the names ofthe new officers and towaive the reading ofthe document Second

by Geraldine Mills Motion passed by unanimous vote



Wachovia Securities NonCorporate Resolution Treasurer Freebairn moved toupdate thebank records with the names ofthe new officers and towaive the reading ofthe document Second byGeraldine Mills Motion passed by unanimous vote

Building and Grounds Use Request DirectorRosato received a request from the BethelGarden Club to hold adedication ofthe Shakespeaze Gazden and incorporate a Shakespeare Festivalwith the dedication on Apri126 2008 from lOAM 4PM The Bethel Garden Club designed anddonated the Shakespeaze Garden on the library grounds Geraldine Mills moved togrant the requestSecond by Connie Booth Motion passed by unanimous vote

Budget Proposal FY 200809 Director Rosato gave an overview ofthe Budget Proposal FY200809 There was discussion regarding personnel and replacement computers Overdue fines werediscussed and would be placed on the agenda for the next meeting Geraldine Mills moved to amend thesalary increase to4 and eliminate the 1 merit bonus Discussion followed Mrs Mills withdrew hermotion

Building Project and Capital Campaign Gary Passineau advised that the DevelopmentCommittee meets two times per month and at the present time there is no chair He stated that the townwide mailing was completed and plans were under consideration tovisit the local banks to solicitcontributions to the Capital Campaign Mr Passineau gave an update ofthe activities underconsideration ofthe Committee Leslie Mason stated that all Boazd members would be called on toparticipate in fundraising efforts

ByLaws Review Director Rosato advised that the ByLaws aze reviewed each yeaz andnecessary changes considered

Library Board Committees Committee appointments were made

Announcements
Director Rosato asked Boazd members to contact her regarding any corrections to the Boazd Roster
Other
None

Adjournment
On the motion ofGeraldine Mills and the second ofLinda Curtis the Boazd voted unanimously toadjourn at906PM

Respectfully submitted
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R rding Secretary

Note Reports referred to are on file at the library


