
Tentative minutes ofthe Bethel Board ofEducation Regular Meeting held onThursday March 19 2009 in Board ofEducation Conference Room E

Attendance Jen Larsen

Administrative Attendance G Chesley J Jordan left 824pm T Yonsky K BrooksP Cosentino D DeBlois R Germinaro G Lawlor L Pica K Smith

B Kingston Chairman called the meeting to order at 733pm

1 Call to Order

A Roll Callfor Quorum

Board Members Present S Carlsen L Craybas J DeRosa M Duff K Harrison BKingston B Foulk R Renner

Board Members Absent M Knickerbocker

BHS Representative None

B Pledge Allegiance to the Flag of the United States ofAmerica
2 Board RecoEnitionASalute to Excellence

A CABE 2009Award ofExcellenceforEducational Communications
Steven Wright CABE Representative presented the Board with the CABE 2009Excellence for Educational Communications Award for Cindy FeuermansPrimitiveTechnologies

The Board also received Honorable Mentions for Program of Studies by Gary Lawlorand Pat Deuschle Survival Guide for New Teachers by Mari Lerz and Digital StudentPosters by Tony Diminico

3 Approval of Minutes
A March S 2009

Motion by S Carlsen Move to approve the minutes of March 5 2009 as correctedSeconded by B Foulk
AYE S Carlsen L Craybas M Duff B KingstonNAY None

Abstain B Foulk K Harrison R Renner J DeRosa
Motion Carried

RECEIVE
MAR 2 3 2009

TOWN OF QETFiEf
TOWN CLERK



4 BHS Representatives Report

None

5 AdministrativeBoard Member Update

Dr Chesley informed the Board he and Ms Yonsky attended a meeting in Hartford with

the Commissioner The Educational Cost Sharing ECS funding will stay flat They are

waiting on clarification on the Federal ARRA additional money and waiting for more

interpretations on the language ofthe law

The Governor will use 100 of the federal stabilization funds to keep the ECS flat

funded for the next two years

Dr Jordan informed the Board the fourth Professional Development Day is March 30

2009 At800am she will be at Bethel Middle School presenting SRBI a federally
mandated program that will impact teachers The Principals will then meet with each

staff on SRBI

Dr Cosentino Principal BHS reviewed the NEASC visiting team schedule for Sunday
March 22 2009 with the Board

The Board discussed the SuperintendentsENewsletters and how it is a great
communication tool

6 Correspondence

Memo to Board ofFinance from Dr Chesley regarding Motion made by the

Board ofEducation to allocate funds as matching funds for the 20082009

Security Grant

Letter from Peter Gallagher regarding supporting the Board ofEducation budget
Email from Peter Gallagher to the Board of Education regarding analysis and

review ofBoard ofSelectman meeting minutes regarding the Town and Board of

Education budgets

7 Audience Participation

Mr Phillip Gallagher spoke to the Board about the BETV Ch 26 programming He is

concerned about the February 26 2009 Selectmans meeting

8 Consent Calendar
A Health Services Report January February
B Tuition Contracts Report February
C Enrollment Summary February March



Motion by S Carlsen Move to accept the Consent Calendar

Seconded by B Foulk

Motion Carried

9 Reports to the Board
A Curriculum

1 H S Graduation Requirement Change Senior Physical Education

Dr Chesley and the administration discussed with the Board waiving the physical
education requirement for the senior year to cut costs and staffing for the next two years

Motion by S Carlsen Move to waive the physical education requirement for high
seniors for the next two years
Seconded by J DeRosa

Motion Carried Unanimously

2 Moodle Presentation

Karen Fildes Applied Studies Department Chair demonstrated the use ofMoodle

Moodle is a content management system The software is free and the only cost is the

cost ofthe server and any inhouse support Moodle can be accessed anywhere
through the Internet which also allows class and resource extension Moodle is

secure Students and staff can access Moodle through their account Parents can

access Moodle using their childs account As oflast year all the teachers at BHS are

using to replace homeworknet Moodle allows teachers and students to communicate

at any time This allows teachers to model professional use of communication

Moodle also allows the teacher to incorporate writing into the curriculum

This technology allows multiple teachers to work within a course Moodle changes
the way the teacher looks at a classroom Students become more responsible Ms

Fildes spoke about the use ofMoodle for PLC and Vertical Team communication

Moodle is ecofriendly much less paper is used

Ms Fildes also spoke about future uses ofMoodle

Online professional development
More interactive online courses for students

Eportfolios for student reflection

Continue PLC and Vertical Team communication

3 Skype Presentation

Dr Smith BMS Principal demonstrated the use Skype avideo conferencing
software He spoke about a project called Around the World in 80 Schools where



Skype is used to map out the locations ofclassrooms around the world that have
connected using Skype

Skype is being used in the World Language classes to practice speaking Spanish with
other distant classrooms Skype allows curriculum integration oflanguage
geography social studies science weather technology and math

Dr Smith told the Board the middle school students will be connecting with a middle
school in Argentina and an intermediate school in New Zealand shortly Dr Smiths
goal is to roll out Skype into all the world language classes

4 BMS Power Standards Approval

Motion by J DeRosa Move to table BMS Power Standards
Seconded by S Carlsen

Motion Carried Unanimously

10 Action Items

1 Adoption 20092010School Calendar

Motion by J DeRosa Move to approve the 20092010School Calendar
Seconded by B Foulk
Motion Carried Unanimously

2 Accept 20102011Proposed School Calendar

Motion by KHarrison Move to accept the 20102011 School Calendar
Seconded by B Foulk
Motion Carried Unanimously

11 Recommended Executive Session
CT General Statutes118ae2

A PersonnelNegotiations

Motion by B Foulk Move that the Board of Education enter into Executive Session
at855pm
Seconded by S Carlsen
Motion Carried Unanimously

Board Members Present S Carlsen L Craybas J DeRosa M Duff K Harrison B

Kingston B Foulk R Renner

Board Members Absent M Knickerbocker

Administrative Attendance G Chesley T Yonsky



Motion by MDuff Move that the Board ofEducation come outof Executive

Session at910pm

Seconded by S Carlsen

Motion Carried Unanimously

Motion by M Duff Move that the Board of Education accept the voluntary
separation agreement of the following employees
Beth Muller SpeechLanguage Coordinator

Bruce Fenn Guidance Counselor Coordinator

Rosemary Pardalis Social Studies Department Head

Mary Spain Language Arts Teacher Grade 8

Anthony Diminico Technology LIT

Frank Cesaroni Psychologist
June SweetLosee Math Teacher Grade 7
Cara Lehman Media Specialist
Seconded by B Foulk
Motion Carried U

Motion by J DeRosa Move to adjourn at 914pm
Seconded by MDuff

Motion Carried Unanimously

Respectfully submitted

Susan Pare
Board Recorder


