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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
BETHEL POLICE COMMISSION

WEDNESDAY JAN 21 2009

BETHEL POLICE DEPARTMENTCONFERENCE ROOM

ATTENDING CHAIRMAN NICHOLAS ELLIS

COMMISSIONER CHRIS McCOLLAM
COMMISSIONER HUGO GRECO
COMMISSIONER BILL OCHS
COMMISSIONER ANDREW MATTURRO
CHIEF JEFFREY W FINCH

Chairman Nicholas Ellis opened the meeting at507pm
Comm Greco arrived at 520 pm

General Public Comments
Ann Cleary of 2 Eagle Rock Hill Rd expanded her comments made

at the 111908 meeting to include a lack of police response to her

exclusion from the Plumtree Heights Condo pool due to a lost pool
pass which she subsequently reported as missing property Also

was Mrs Clearys response to the 121708 Commission

investigation of the aforesaid pool pass incident and a motor

vehicle accident on22307 during which Mrs Cleary was arrested

for interfering with an officer According to Mrs Cleary the accident

diagram clearly shows she was not at fault The statement that she

was at fault caused problems with her insurance company Mrs

Cleary feels her input should have been included in the report
Another complaint was that the First Selectman refused to become

involved even though this was suggested in a letter to Mrs Cleary
from the Governorsoffice

2 Review of Past Minutes Dec 17 2008
Motion by Comm Matturro to accept the minutes of 121708
seconded by Comm Ochs unanimous
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Budget Report
Chief Finch noted the overtime expense report and a monies

received report Chairman Ellis questioned a major difference in

overtime expense from Jan 3rd to Jan 10th Dispatch overtime and
a major case or two can cause this according to the Chief Motion



by Comm Ochs to accept the budget report as presented
seconded by Comm McCollam unanimous

4 Old Business

a Monthly Reports
The UCR report shows a low yearly total according to Chief Finch

One page was found missing and some officer names were missing
because of copy problems Motion by Chairman Ellis to accept the

Monthly Reports seconded by Comm Matturro uananimous

5 New Business

a Budget 20092010
Motion by Chairman Ellis to table this item to the February meeting
seconded by Comm Greco unanimous

b Noise Complaint
The Tanglewood Manor Homeowners Association requested a

noise ordinance be passed for controlling loud and disruptive
gatherings which go on past400 in the morning Noise mainly
emanates from social events held at the Second Meeting House on

Main St and the Masonic Temple on Greenwood These events

also cause a parking problem by blocking driveways since

insufficient parking exists at these locations In lieu of a noise

ordinance Chief Finch recommended stepped up enforcement

Closing times have to be enforced by the involved organizations
To see the extent of the problem Chairman Ellis requested a count

of noise complaint calls during the past year

6 Correspondence
a Ms Sprock Rockwell Rd

This request is for stop signs at the intersections of Rockwell Rd

and Wine Sap Run and Rockwell Rd at Cortland Dr to slow traffic

Lt Dickinsonsstudy showed no collisions caused by excessive

speed on the section of road between the intersections or due to

rightofway conflict at these intersections in the past three years

Posting stop signs for speed control purposes is against State law
Connecticut Statute14298523ePosting stop signs would

make it more difficult for residents between signs to exit their

driveways during peak traffic hours and increases the probability of

collisions at these intersections that have been accident free

Resident driveways often have trees blocking the view of oncoming
traffic and insufficient sightlines for backing out into traffic rather

than pulling out onto the roadway safely Motion by Comm

Matturro to not post these intersections with additional stop signs
and to advise the resident of the Commissionsdecision by letter as

well as increasing selective enforcement for speed control in this

area seconded by Comm McCollam unanimous



b Mr Steiner Parklawn Dr

In his letter Mr Steiner of Steiner Inc asked if it could be determined

the day before a scheduled job whether an officer would be

available for extra duty work Confusion arose over the company

first being told an officer was not available for a job which was

cancelled as a result and then via answering machine message

that one was available and had signed up for it No one was in the

office over the weekend to report the job as being cancelled Chief

Finch replied stating in the letter the Departments policy four hour

minimum charge based on Police Union contract with the Town

concerning cancelled jobs minimum two hours notice before the

scheduled start time

7 ChiefsReport
a State Accreditation
The goal after Federal CALEA accreditation was to continue

CALEA incorporating changes and then apply for State

accreditation according to Chief Finch Having complied by policies
and procedures the Department is scheduled to meet with State

commissioners to receive that accreditation

b Training
A training report by Lt Kennedy noted Cpl Delohery and Cpl DiRago
attending an 8 day supervisory leadership class at the Academy
Ofc Broad and Sgt Bruckenthal also attended a one day course

Upcoming training plans were also stated

8 Commissioner Comments
None

Chairman Ellis responded to a Police Union request to go into

executive session for a personnel matter concerning Chief Finch

Chairman Ellis gave the Union a choice of having two

representatives present as originally requested without the Chief

being present or having all members in attendance present along
with the Chief After a brief discussion the Union agreed to the two

members

9 Executive Session

At535 motion by Chairman Ellis to go into executive session
seconded by Comm Matturro unanimous

At720 the Commission came out of executive session



At720 Motion by Comm Ochs to instruct Chairman Ellis to meet

with First Selectman Robert Burke and the Town Attorney to inform

them of a personnel issue brought to the attention of the

Commission by the Police Union on this12109 meeting in

executive session to include the Chief in that meeting seconded

by Comm McCollam unanimous

At721 motion by Chairman Ellis to adjourn seconded by Comm

McCollam unanimous

Res ectfully Su fitted
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Ferdinand Miller Jr

Secretary


