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PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
Bethel Municipal Center 1 School Street

Bethel Connecticut 06801 Telephone 2037948501

RE
AUG 4 5 2009

TOWN OF BETHEL
TOWN GLERK

MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING

Monday August 3 2009

700 pm
Bethel Municipal Center Meeting Room A

Agenda
Bethel Sewer Regulations

Present
Chairman Robert Burke Selectman Kevin Cleary Selectman Paul Szatkowski
Commissioners Michael Gribbin and Billy Michael Also in attendance Andrew

Morosky Town Engineer Len Assard Consultant as well as Attorney William

Hagan Town Counsel

Call to Order
First Selectman Burke called the Public Hearing to order at 700pm followed by
the Pledge ofAllegiance

Public Input
Doug DiVesta 51 Painter Ridge Road Roxbury requested clarity ofthe following
sections

Page 9 Section 215Sewer Connection Permit

Len Assard responded by stating the commission set forth the wordage this way
because there may be one individual that has a unique situation to their application
and this gives the commission the opportunity to review each permit and ask for

additional information if needed

Page11Section311Application for Discharge
Len Assard commented for the commission

Page11Section32 Discharge Permit Pumping
Len Assard responded by stating this is stated in case of health conditions failed
sewer system and the property owner fails to correct the problem this gives the PUC

the authority to correct the problem
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Page 14 Section431 Application Form and Requirements
Andrew noted correction in formula

Page 17 Section 51 Approval ofPlan
Andrew Morosky commented as well as Len Assard regarding who are the

employees ofthe BPUC

Doug DiVesta requested that the Commission consider adding Section 437 to the
rules and regulations including the following information edited for clarity

Section 437Properties Outside ofthe Sewer District

Properties outside the defined sewer district shall make an application to the BPUC
as required in these regulations A property outside of the sewer district seeking
permission to connect to the existing sanitary sewer system in the town of Bethel

shall have to meet the following criteria

1 The property must border the sewer district without a natural physical
boundary between the property and the sewer district and

2 The property does not have to extend the sanitary sewer main in order to

connect to existing sanitary sewer and
3 The existing sanitary sewer main does not have to pass entirely across the

frontage backyard or side yard and
4 The potential property to tie into the sanitary system will replace the allocation

of avacant parcel that is located on the same road The vacant parcel must be

owned by the Town of Bethel or the Bethel Land Trust and cannot be built

upon

If aproperty cannot meet all four criteria then it cannot be considered for connection

to the sewer system

Chairman Burke inquired if there were any further questions or concerns An unidentified
woman asked what the major changes to the regulations were

Len Assard gave a brief overview of the changes and additions expansion to the

regulations

Connection Permits Fee applies as before
Discharge Permits New permit no fee
Review Applications
BPUC Inspections of Sewer Connections

DEP New Regulations regarding FOGS Fats Oils and Grease
Industrial Pretreatment

Andrew Morosky indicated that the technical standards were not included with this version
of the regulations They will be included afterwards as an addendum

Selectman Cleary inquired about the Stony Hill Sewer Project in particular the time period
to hookup to the sanitary sewer system Selectman Cleary asked if there is a time frame the
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residents have to hookup The consensus of the ensuing discussion was that there is no

time frame at present for residents to hookup to the sanitary sewer system It was

acknowledged that this is not necessarily an indefinite position and that there may at some

point be a time frame put forth to require property owners to connect

Len Assard added that the only reason the commission would consider compelling aresident

to hookup to the system is in the event ofa failing septic system

Commissioner Michael Gribbin stated if you review page 34 Section80 Orders to Connect

In accordance with the provisions of Section 7257 ofthe General Statues the BPUC may
order the owner of any building to which a sewage system is available to connect such

building with the sewer system No such order shall be issued until after a public hearing
with respect thereto after due notice in writing to such property owner Whenever an order

to connect is issued against a property owner such owner shall fully comply with the

requirements of these regulations in making the connections to and in the use of the sewer

system

Chairman Burke again inquired if there were any further questions or comments and there

was no reply from the audience

Adjourn

As there was no further business on todaysagenda First Selectman Burke closed the public
hearing at727pm

fitted

Tracy Rogalski
Recording Secretary


