
roimOMMISSIIIN
49 Plumtrees Road Connecticut 06801 Phone 203 7435500 Fax 203 7481333

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
BETHEL POLICE COMMISSION

WEDNESDAY MAR 17 2010
BETHEL POLICE DEPARTMENTCONFERENCE ROOM

ATTENDING CHAIRMAN NICHOLAS ELLIS
COMMISSIONER CHRIS McCOLLAM
COMMISSIONER BILL OCHS

COMMISSIONER HUGO GRECO
CHIEF JEFFREY W FINCH

ABSENT COMMISSIONER DAN GROSSO

Chairman Nicholas Ellis opened the meeting at630 pm

Chairman Ellis apologized for his actions concerning events occurring at a

personal party on personal time two months ago stating that it was not
his intention to insult or embarrass the Commission the Town or the
Police Department The Chairmanswritten statement was attached as

the21710Commission minutes addendum

General Public Comments
Ed Carter and his father David Carter of 14 Maple Row were in
attendance Eds assignment for his American National
Government course was to sit in on a public meeting Chairman
Ellis summarized the purpose of the Commission as overseeing the

operations of the Police Department Under Town Charter the five
member Commission is a board elected by the public

2 Review of Past Minutes Feb 17 2010
Motion by Comm Greco to accept the minutes of the21710
meeting seconded by Comm Ochs unanimous

3 Budget Report
Chairman Ellis questioned several line items of the previous
months budget report as discussed at the21710meeting
Lt Dickinson in attendance provided the answers Motion by
Chairman Ellis to accept the current budget report as presented
seconded by Comm Greco unanimous
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4 Old Business

a Monthly Reports
The Commission considered the reports Motion by Comm Greco

to accept the Monthly Reports as presented seconded by Comm

McCollam uananimous

b Comp Time

This item was carried over from the October 2009 meeting In this

meeting the Commission changed a comp time policy and directed
that the results of this change be monitored and placed on this

March agenda Chief Finch presented a bar graph showing
overtime expenses increasing as a result of the increased accrual

and use of comp time The increase in overtime is the result of two

comp time policy changes made by the Police Commission

Chairman Ellis expressed his displeasure at the degree to which
this expense is increasing and favored leaving this matter on the

agenda for next monthsmeeting Comm McCollam suggested that

it be left as is until the end of the fiscal year to see the impact
Motion by Chairman Ellis to leave the comp time issue on the

agenda for discussion next month seconded by Comm Greco

unanimous

5 New Business

St MarysChurch Race
In reference to this application the road race is basically the same

as last year according to Chief Finch At that race everything went

well Motion by Comm McCollam to approve the St Marys road

race on52210 seconded by Comm Ochs unanimous

6 Correspondence

a Walters Walnut Hill

In response to a letter from Mr Walters to the First Selectman Capt
Cedergren ordered selective enforcement of the area of the bridge
posted at an 8 ton limit Trucks stopped were not found in violation

of this restriction Drivers were aware of their vehicles weight The

allegation that trucks could not turn around anywhere was

unfounded according to Lt Dickinson Signs are clearly visible at

the stop signs on Walnut and Taylor Chief Finch will have a

response sent to Mr Walters

7 ChiefsReport

a Training Report
Lt Kennedystraining report was in the hands of the Commission
Chief Finch and Capt Cedergren attended a course at Middletown

on officer involved shooting Lt Dickinson and Capt Cedergren also

attended a training session in Ridgefield



b Award Ceremony
The ceremony went well according to Chief Finch Comm Ochs
Selectmen Straiton and Stakowski attended Gift certificates were

given to high activity officers

c Parking Lot
The Police parking lot is in the process of being dug up to replace
faulty underground light wires

d ACO
Chief Finch has nothing to report on the ACO position Motion by
Comm McCollam to withdraw ACO from the31710agenda
seconded by Chairman Ellis unanimous

Chief Finch reported Det Sgt Wright is off serving a murder warrant

with extradition on an old case CALEA accreditation was the

catalyst to open an old unsolved crime

Lt Dickinson followed up on a request for a deaf child sign The

request which has to come from the childs parents has not as yet
been made

8 Commissioner Comments

Comm Greco thanked Chairman Ellis for his apology at the

beginning of the meeting

Chairman Ellis thanked Ann Cleary for her public support at the last

meeting The Chairman also thanked Lt Dickinson for his

participation in an attempt to save the life of an accident victim in

Newtown The lieutenant briefly described the incident

At718 motion by Chairman Ellis to adjourn seconded by Comm
Greco unanimous

Re pectfully S mitted

Ferdinand Miller Jr

Secretary


