
Tentative minutes of the Bethel Board of Education Regular Meeting held on

Thursday November 17 2011

inBoard
ofEducation

Conference

RoomEAttendance

Jen
LarsenAdministrative

Attendance
GChesley JJordanT

Yonsky
DDeBlois

KGombosK SmithC
Troetti

L
Craybas

Chairman
calledthe

meeting
toorderat704

p
m1Call toOrder

ARoll
Callfor QuorumBoardMembers

Present
SCarlsenL

Craybas
JChrzescijanek

S
ClaytonM DuffWDuff

K
LaceyMO BrienR

Renner
Board

Members

AbsentNone
B

Pledge
of

AllegianceMotion
by

L
Craybas

Moveto
addtwo

items

totheagenda 1Unfinished
business

from
November

152011

ExecutiveSessionas
Item
2

Motion
by

M

Duff Moveto

add

second
item 2Hiring

policy

of
Board

membersof
the

Board
of

Educationas
Item

7Secondedby

S

CarlsenMotionCarriedUnanimously
2
Appointmentof

new Superintendent
of

SchoolsMotionbyL

Craybas
Move
the

Board

of Education
appoint

DrKevinSmithto
the
position

of
Superintendent

ofSchools
commencing

on
February1

2012
pending

successful

completion of

negotiations

for

his

compensationpackage
Secondedby

S

CarlsenMotionCarried

Unanimously
3

Approval
ofMinutes

A
October

202011
Special

Meeting
B

October20

2011

RegularMeeting C October242011SpecialMeeting
6
PMD

October
242011

Special

Meeting
7

30
PM

E
October

26
2011

Special

Meeting
6

PM
F

October

26
2011

Special
Meeting

7

30
PM

G
October

27
2011

Special

Meeting

6
PM

ccivEo
ZOII

NOV

21

P

221

TOV

Uhd

OF

BETNELTOWN

CLERK



H October 27 2011 Special Meeting 730 PM

1 November 3 2011

Special
MeetingMotion

by

S
Carlsen

Move

approve
thefollowing

minutesOctober
20

2011
Special

Meeting

October 202011
Regular

Meeting
as

correctedOctober
242011Special Meeting6

PM

October

24
2011
Special

Meeting

730PM

October

26
2011

Special

Meeting
6

PM
October

26

2011
Special

Meeting
7

30

PM
October

27
2011

Special

Meeting
6

PMOctober
27

2011
Special

Meeting
7

30
PM

November

3

2011

Special
Meeting

Secondedby
W

Duff
Motion

Carried Unanimously4Correspondence
Letter

from
Dr

Chesley

to
legislators

regarding

Public

Act

11

179

An

Act

Concerning

Education

Issues
Section

10

ROTC
Letter
from

MichaelMcLachlanStateSenator
toSenatorBoucherregarding

PublicAct 11179An

ActConcerning
Education
Issues

Section10
ROTC

5Board
Recognition

ARecognition of
Boardmembers

Dr

Chesley
and

Mr

Craybas
BoardChairman

thankedretiringBoardmembers
Michael

Duff

and
Janice

Chrzescijanek
for
their

timeandservice
tothe

Board

of
Education

Gifts

to

the
School
System

SchoolGift DonorMr
John

Hardiman
1000tosupport

Lego
Robotics Boehringer Ingelheim Bethel Middle

School
Teams

Pharmaceuticals
6Audience

Participation
MrKnickerbockerFirst

Selectman
congratulatedDr

Smith
onhisappointmentexpressedhis

appreciation
forthe

outstandingleadership
ofDr

Gary Chesley



over the past 13 years and thanked the Board for their work on the

Superintendent search

Cynthia McCorkindale 19 Elgin Ave asked to confirm the receipt of

her
email

to

the
Board

Chair

regarding

the

SEEC
complaint

shefiledagainstDr
Chesley

and

accompanying

other

issues

Ms
McCorkindale

asked

if

the Board
considered

herissuesworthyof
discussion

and

possible

action

Jen
Larsen

128Grassy

Plain

St
spoke

about
working

as

a
PTO

officer
with

Dr
Chesley

over

the

last

12
years

and
her

appreciation

for
the

opportunities

hecreatedfor the

studentsin
preparation

for

collegeMrsLarsen

looksforwardtoworkingwith DrSmith
in

hisnew
positionas

Superintendent7HiringPolicy ofBoardmembers

of
the

BoardofEducation
Motion

by

M

Duff
Move

thatmembers

ofthe
Board

of
Education

shall
not

workfor
apply

for
interview

for
employment

withthe
Bethel

Board
of

Educationorthe

Bethel

School
District

while

being

a

member
of

the

Bethel

Board

of

Education and
untilsuch

time

wherein
one

year

has
elapsed

being

a

member

ofthe

Bethel
Board

of
education SecondedbyW
Duff

Motion

by
WDuffMove

to

amend the
motion

thatthetime
elapsed
notbe
one
yearbut
three

3
monthsSeconded

bySCarlsenMr

Craybasstated
there

willbe no
discussion

on

theamended
motion

for
the

following
reasons

Itisnot
inorder

because
it

conflicts
with

the
Boards

Bylaw
9312for

amending
Board
Bylaws

This
motionasksthe

Board
toamend

Bylaw
9230

ConflictofInterestwithoutadvancedconsiderationbytheBoards

Policy Committee
Since

there

isno
circumstance

requiringimmediateactionbythefull
Board

normal

handling

ofthis
matter

byourpolicy
committee isdeemed

to

beappropriateTheBoard
s

historical

practice
saysrevisions

andadditionsto

the
Board

s

Bylaws

have

alwaysstarted
out

inthe Boards policy

committeeasevidencedbythe

work
thatthis

policy committee
didandwas

charged
todo on

behalf

of

the

Board

on
these

same
Bylaws

9270
9212

and

9314

in
March

of

this
yearThe

full

Board

accepted
theupdates

to

all

three

bylaws

withoutcomment

and

without

amendment

Todays
proposed
amendment

will

bethoroughly
reviewed

and
discussed

inapublicsession by

the
Policy

Committee

as

a
subsequent

meeting

and

willreceivecareful
consideration

of
its

meritsThePolicy
Committee

will make itsrecommendationsto
the

full
Board

after

its
review

of

the

proposed

amendment

The

Board

willthen

follow

our

own

Bylaw9312
which

we

areinviolation
of

tonight

ifwe
let

thismove
to

vote



Motion by S Carlsen Move to overrule the decision of the

Chairman
Seconded

by

W

Duff

The

Boarddiscussed

whether

or
not

themotionwas

in violation
of

Bylaw
9312Motion

byS
Clayton

Move tocall
the

question

Seconded
by

M

O
Brien

S
Carlsen

stated

that
MrClayton

and
Mrs

Renner

should

recuse
themselves

because
hefeels

this
motion

is
aconflict

ofinterestfor
them

Mr Claytonsaid
he

will
notrecuse

himselfbecause
atany pointanyone

of

the

Boardmembers

could
bean

employeein
apublicschoolMotion

by

S
ClaytonMove

to

callthe

questionSeconded
by

M
OBrien

AYE

J

ChrzescijanekS Clayton

L
Craybas

KLacey
M

O
BrienR

Renner

NAY
SCarlsen

M

Duff
W

DuffMotion
CarriedMotion byS

Carlsen

Move

tooverrule

the

decision
of

the Chairman
Secondedby WDuffAYE

S
CarlsenM Duff WDuff

NAYJ
ChrzescijanekSClaytonL

CraybasK
LaceyM

OBrien
R

RennerMotion
CarriedDr

Chesley
clarified

for

the
Boardtheythen

needed
to

voteon
the

originalmotion
as

amended

at
thispoint



Motion as amended by W Duff Move that members of the Board of

Education shall not work for

applyfor
interviewfor

employment
withtheBethel

Board
ofEducation

or
theBethelSchoolDistrictwhile

being
amember

ofthe
BethelBoard

of

Education

and

untilsuch
time
wherein

three3months
haselapsedbeingamember
ofthe

BethelBoardof
education

Seconded
by

S

Carlsen
AYE

S
Carlsen

MDuff
W

Duff
NAYJChrzescijanek

SClayton
L

Craybas

K
Lacey

MOBrien

RRennerMotion

Failed

Motion

by

L
Craybas

Move

that

M

Duffsmotionas
amendedbe

remandedtothe
PolicyCommittee

Seconded
byW

Duff Motion

CarriedUnanimously 8
Reports

tothe Board
A
Policy

1 First

Reading

a

Safe

School

Climate
Plan

Regulation

5131

911DrJordanAssociateSuperintendentpresented

theState
mandated

planas

devisedbyBethel staffThe

plan

needs
Boardapproval

atthe
next
Board

meetingTheplan is
not

a
policybut

a
regulationthat

needs
Board
approval

The
planhasto

be
inplace

by
July

2012DrJordanstated75oftheplanisin

placenowDr
JordanaskedtoBoard

to
send

anyquestions
or

commentsabout
theplanto her

The

plan

will

bereviewed

at

the

next

PolicySubcommittee

meeting

on
December

1
2011

B

Curriculum
1 Project

Lead

the
Way

MrsSheila
Gambino

BMS

ComputerTeacherand
BMS

students

presentedand
explainedthe

benefits
of

the

programand gaveamore

global

picture ofhow
different

modules

like
Introduction

toEngineeringand
Biomedical

Engineering
fit

into

the

high

school

curriculum

CFinance15 Year Capital Plan Motion by M

DuffMove
to

accept5

Year

Capital

Plan

asamended
and

refined

Seconded

by
K

LaceyMotionCarriedUnanimously



2 Extension of Contract and Bid waiver for purchase of

TrashRefuse Services

Mrs Yonsky Director

of
Fiscal
Services

reviewed

the
details

of
the

contract

extensionand
the

savings

overthe next
few

years Motion by L Craybas Move the
Board

of Education waives
the

bid
process

for

the

purchaseof trash

refuse
collection

servicesfor
the

district

and
accepts

a

price

reductionfor

thisyear
and

next

year andextended
the

contract
for

anadditionalthree

years with
LoPresti

Sons
fortheamount

stated
in

Mrs
Yonsky

s

memorandum

dated

November

17

2011

and

authorizedtheDirector

ofFiscalServicesto

finalize

and sign the newagreement
Seconded

by

S

CarlsenMotionCarried
UnanimouslyS

CarlsenrequeststhePolicyCommittee
review

policies

9221Filing

of

Vacanciesand9222 Resignationand

Removal

ofOffice
Mr

Craybasrequested

S

Carlsen
put

hisissues
with

these

policies and
the

rationale
forthe

revisions

requested

inwriting
for

thepolicycommitteetofully understandthe
issues
being identified

9
Recommended

Executive

Session
CT

General
Statutes1210b 91

Personnel

Negotiations

a

Paraprofessional contractBoardMembersPresent

S Carlsen

J

ChrzescijanekLCraybasS Clayton
M

DuffWDuff
K LaceyM

OBrienRRennerBoardMembersAbsentNoneAdministrators
GChesley

J
Jordan
T

Yonsky
Motion

by
S

Clayton
Movetoenter

into
Executive

Sessionat837
p

m

SecondedbyWDuffMotionCarriedUnanimously
Motion

by
S

Clayton
Movethat

theBoardofEducationcome
outof

ExecutiveSessionat

9
15

p
mSeconded

byK

Lacey
Motion

Carried

Unanimously



Motion by L Craybas Move that the
Board

of
Education

approvethe
ParaprofessionalContract aspresented

by

Mrs

YonskyDirector

ofFiscal
Services

Secondedby
S

Carlsen
MotionCarriedUnanimously

Motionby

LCraybasMove
that

theBoard
of

Education

approvethe
contract

of

DrKevinSmith
as

Superintendent
in

theyearly
salary

of
165

000

with

a
6
annuity

Seconded
by

S

Carlsen

AYE

S

Carlsen
J

Chrzescijanek
L

CraybasS

ClaytonM
Duff

K
Lacey

MO
Brien

R

RennerNAY
W

Duff
Motion

Carried8Adjourn
Motion

by
WDuff

Moveto
adjournat 917

p

m

Secondedby

R
RennerMotion

CarriedUnanimously
Respectfully

submitted
SusanPare

Board

Recorder


