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MINUTES

OF

REGULARMEETINGTuesday
September

132011L
R

N
o0700pm0CJHMunicipalCenterMeetingRoomAPRESENTWilliamSlifkinChairmanJPhilipGallagherJohnDietterWilliamKingstonJamesRodenGaryReganandTimothyDraper

Alsoin
attendancewere

Comptroller
Robert

KozlowskiFirstSelectmanMatthewKnickerbocker

Joseph
Centofantitown auditor

KostinRuffkess
MatthewCassavechia

Director
EmergencyMedical

Services with

DanburyHospital
and

Bethel

Police
Captain Robert

Cedergren
Call

toorder
Pledgeof

Allegiance

WilliamSlifkincalled
the

regular
meeting

toorderat7

00pmPublic
Comments

Brian

Terzianindependent

auditorreviewDanGaitaEthics
Commission

dismissal

Charter
Enforcement

Committee

and
RobertCrnic

transfers

spoke J PhilipGallaghermadea
motionwhichwassecondedbyJohnDiettertoaddto

tonight

sagenda
discussion

of
Old

Town
Hall

Voteall
in

favor
motionunanimouslyapprovedDiscussionofOldTownHallJPhilipGallagherprovidedinformationtotheBoardofFinanceonsalesofothertownpropertiesthatbroughtrevenuetothetownandhewantedthe2000motionbelowtobepartofrecentminutesJPhilipGallaghermadeamotionwhichwassecondedby

John

Dietter
to

includein
these

meetingminutes
a

quote
from

theSpecial Town
Meeting

the
night

of

December

5 2000the
following

wasstatedby

the
Architect

DavidJepson
on

behalf
of

the
Bethel

Library

ProjectOld
Town

Hall

willremain
still

use
the

area

betweenthe
old

Town

Hall
and

the

Seeley

House

for

parking

The
balance

of
parking
as

required
by
zoningwould

be provided
nearby

off

siteVote
all

in

favor
motion

unanimouslyapprovedJ
PhilipGallagher

made
a

motion
which

was

seconded by
JohnDiettertoadd

to
tonight

s

agenda
Minutes

of
June14

2011
Voteall

in
favor

motion
unanimously

approved
C



Minutes of June 14 2011 J Philip Gallagher made a motion which was seconded by John
Dietter to approve the minutes as presented Vote all in favor motion unanimously
approved

Minutes of

July

19

2011

J
Philip

Gallaghermade
amotion

which

was

seconded by
John

Dietterto
approve

the

minutes
with

theinclusionthatunder
comment

byJ
Philip

Gallagher
to

add hewouldhaverecommended thatit be
used
to

reduce

thecost
of

the
TrackLightsBoard

of

Finance memberJ
Philip
Gallaghermentioned

themoney

wouldnormally
beadded

to

the

General

Fundwhichwould

haveagreater

and
morepositive
impact
forthe
town
Wouldhelp
to
improve

the
town

Bond
Rating

Vote

allin favormotionunanimously
approved

James Roden
made

a
motion

which

wasseconded

by

John

Dietter

to

move
Considerationof

Board
of
Selectmen

request
for

acceptanceof

donated
land from

Rotella
Estate
to

this
point

inthe

agenda
Vote

all
in

favormotionunanimously
approved

Consideration

of
Board

of
Selectmenrequestfor

acceptance

of
donatedlandfrom

Rotella

EstateThe

Board

of

Selectmen

hadsent

a

recommendation

to

the
Board

of
Finance

advising

that
underthe

terms
ofFrankRotella

s

resubdivision
approval

forOakTreeHillsKnollwoodDrive
it

was

agreed

that

he
would

turn

over

a

portion
of

theproperty asopen
spaceto

theTown
Now

that

MrRotellahaspassedawayhisestate istrying
to

finalize

paperwork

which

includes
deeding

over

this

open

space

per
the

resubdivision

approvalwith

the
PlanningZoning

Commission

The
Boardof

Selectmenhasapprovedthisrecommendation
to

acceptthe3874acres and
had

referredittothe

Board

of
Finance

for

consideration

JPhilipGallaghermadea motionwhich
was

seconded

by
John

Dietter
to

concur

with the
Board

ofSelectmen recommendationto
accept

the
open

space
land

Vote
all

in
favor

motionunanimously

approved

A

Special Town
Meeting

willbescheduledby
the

BoardofSelectmen
DiscussionwithTown

Auditors

meetreviewauditconcernsAt the
July
19th

meeting

James
Roden

had

brought

up
the

topicoftransfersfromtheGeneral
Fund

beingused
as

loans andor
transfers

to

enterpriseaccounts
without

Board

of
Finance

approval

Joseph

Centofanti

from
the

town
audit

company

Kostin

t

Ruffkess
was

present
to

discuss
withthe

Board
ofFinance

the
questionsbrought

up
atthe

last
meetingregarding

transfers
and

or loans

to
theenterprisefundsJamesRodensaidhereadsthestatutes

as
the
Board

ofFinance

having

toapproveloansand
any

transfersMrCentofanti
explainedthatthese

are

nottransfersanddonot
require

Board

ofFinance approvaltheyare
intra

company
loans
Mr

Centofanti
clarified

that
theyare

in
fact

an
accounting

standard
called
due

to
sand

duefroms
and

are
footnoted

in
the
town

audit
They

areinterfund
intra

companyloans
not

traditional
loans

where

interest

payback

terms

etc

were
established

MrCentofanticontinued

that

these
have

nothing

to
do

with
the

budget
nothing

todowith
theState

statutes
thatJames Roden

referred
to

the
yellow

bookthat
none

of

those
apply

to
whatL2



James Roden was talking about James Roden asked what authority Board of Finance has to
approve those Mr Centofani advised that none is needed

William Kingston expressed concern that these enterprise

accounts

aredefunctoperationsFirstSelectmanKnickerbockerclarifiedthat

the
waterandseweraccountsareinfact

assets

tangible
assetsofthe

town
that

have

valueandalsothata
payback

schedule

isincluded

in
the

rates
for
the

utility

accounts
Rather

than

a paybackscheduleit
was
suggested

that thePublic
Utilities

Commissionbond
for

the
fundsto

pay

back
Mr

Centofanti

pointed

out
that

you
can

not

bond

for
operating

costs
JamesRodensaidloansneedtobeapprovedbytheBoardofFinanceMrCentofantiexplainedthatthefunds

in
questionarenotatraditionalloanwhichwouldrequireBoardofFinanceapprovalbutratheramanagementofcashflowJamesRodenadvisedthathereadsthestate

statutes

differently

andhadalso

spokenwith

anotherauditfirm

and

thattheysaidsuch
funds

need

Board
of

Finance

approvalMrCentofanti
reiterated

that

theyare
nottransfers

andno

legal
authority
is

needed by

the

Board

of

Finance

and

do

not

require

Board

of

Finance

approvals

These

are

cash

flow

issuesFirst

SelectmanKnickerbockerandComptrollerRobertKozlowskiclarifiedthattherepaymentoffundsfromthewaterandseweraccountswilloccurin5and2zyearsrespectivelyTheratestructure

recently

adopted

does

containa

payback

schedule

Discussion
took

placeregardingthe
actual

fundbalance

Mr

Centofanti
andComptrollerRobert

Kozlowski
explainedthatthefundbalance ismade

up

of
a

numberofdifferentitemsportionsofwhicharecashandinvestedinvarioussourcesComptrollersReportDiscussionof72711requestsJPhilipGallagheraskedforclarificationon

a

rumor
floating

aroundthattaxdelinquenciesareupcollectionratesaredownComptrollerRobertKozlowskiadvisedthathedoesnotbelievethatthisisthecaseCollectionwascloseto99and

the

Tax

Collector

hasnot

noted

any
change

to
him
Discussion

ofthetransfer

station
deficittook

place Itwaspointed
out

that
there

was
a

fee
structure

increase
and

that
with

the
increase

the

transfer

station

deficit

potentially

is

at

best

in

a

breakevensituationbut
does

not

addressa
method

to
pay

back

the

deficit

First

Selectman
Knickerbocker

offered

that

the town

is

exploringtwo
possibilities

1
compost

operation

and

a
solar

power
farm

Review
Paramedic

InterceptProgram
deficit

Matthew GCassavechiaDirector Emergency
Medical

Serviceswith
Danbury

Hospitalwaspresent
and
discussed

the paramedicintercept program
deficit

Hefirst
provided

thehistoryofthe
paramedic

program
and

explainedthat
essentially

each
department

Bethel
andStonyHill hasan
independent

basic
life

support
ambulance

service
that

covers
a

distinct geographic
area

in
Town

Staffing

oftheseambulancesconsistsof
both

volunteers
and paid

EMT
staff
each department

was
having
difficulties providing

staff
duringthe

daytime

we
alsohave aparamedic

who

along

with a

3



police officer goes to each call This program was designed so that each department could
maintain autonomy something that

was
very

important

totheambulance

servicesWhile
operationallythe

program
hasproducedgreat

results
suchas

optimal
patientoutcomesthereare

some

challenges

withbilling and

revenue
recoveryfrom

insurance
withthis configurationInessence

a
bundlebilling agreement

was
created

so

a
portionofthebillis

forthe
actual

ambulance

and

aportion
is

for
the

paramedicThe
fire

departments

are collectingfor
theirportion

the
paramedic portionis

not
being

collected
orrecovered
consistentlyThereimbursementsforMedicarearelessthanwhatwasoriginallyestimatedthisisbeingappealedwhichhascontributedtothedeficitHemadeitveryclearthattheambulance

serviceis

notstrictly
a

volunteer
service

ambulance

thereispaid

staffandbilling

He

alsoclearlydifferentiatedthehigher
level

of
servicesthe Townhas

received
since

contracting
with

the

Hospital

including two

paramedics

and excellent
response

timesHe
alsoaffirmed

thevalue
of

thevolunteerstaff
and confirmed

that efforts
are

ongoing
to

continueto
collaborate

with
the

volunteer

s
fire

department

ambulance

services

to
discuss
thematter

and
explorealloptions

thatmight be availabletotheTownThe
Comptroller

and

FirstSelectman
have

asked

for Form990
from

the

two
volunteer

departments
whichhavenot

yet

been
providedHenoted

that

theFirstSelectman

is

committedto
trying

to

find

asolution

to

continue

the

operationsuccesses

we

have

realized

as

a

Town
but

will
also

address

the
reimbursementproblem

AdjournAs
therewasnofurther

business

on

tonights agenda

J
PhilipGallagher

made
amotion whichwas

seconded

by

JohnDietter to adjournthe

meetingat
835 pm

Vote

all

infavor motion

unanimously
approved

Repectfully
submittedWendySmithecording

Secretary

C


