
COMMISSION ON AGING
Clifford J Burgin Municipal Center lSchool Street

Bethel Connecticut 06801 Telephone 203 7923048

The meeting of the Commission on Aging for April 11 2011 was called to order
at 230 pm by Chairman Al Barney

Members present Chairman Al Barney Commissioners Ann Cummings Mary Menti
Barbara Negri Tresurer Lou Walsh Municipal Agent Kathleen Gillen and
Director Kathy Oles

Minutes from the meeting of February 14 2011 were distributed A motion to

accept the report was made by Commissioner Negri and seconded by Chairman

Barney

Municipal Agents Report Distributed by Municipal Agent Kathleen Gillen and

accepted as read A Motion was made to accept the report by Chairman Barney
and seconded by Commissioner Negri

Airectors Report Distributed by Director Oles A motion was made to accept
the report by Treasurer Walsh and was seconded by Comissioner Menti

Treasurers Report None available

Old Business Commissioner Cummings presented an outline to the commissioners

regarding her suggestion to research American made products and where they can
be purchased She stated that if we buy 6400 a year of American made

products it would save 220000 jobs Also products made in factories in
China do not have the regulations regarding hazards such as air pollution
etc as in the USA Commissioner Negri stated one store New Balance is
American made A list will be included in the BSC bulletin

New Business None

Miscellaneous Good of the Order None

The meeting was adjourned at 315 pm by Chairman Barney Next scheduled

meeting is 230pm on Monday May 9 2011

Respectfully submitted

Y
y H isconti

Secr ary Commission on Aging

RECEIVED
2f1 APR P I 48

TOWN OF BETNEL
TOWN CLERK



s COMMISSION ON AGING
e Cliffrd JIurgin Municipal Center I School Street

E3ethel Connecticut 06801 Telephone 203 7923048
ti

Directors Report
April 11 2011

Happy Spring March was another bad month for cold weather Once again we pulled through it And
it didntaffect attendance Everyone just wants to get out Even our trips are filling up We have about
60 seniors here to celebrate St Patricks Day The Dancers were great We also had good groups here
to listen to the Social Security seminar on Marchl5 and the Seminar on Reverse Mortgage on March
22d At the Movies has started to become more popular Fifteen seniors werehereto watch Red on

March 28t The trip to Mama Mia on Broadway was thoroughly enjoyed by all

A special thanks to Bethel High School students staff and the Dedacher family for donating 50 new

folding chairs to the Bethel Senior Center This was very thoughtful ofthem

Ana and I have finished facilitating our sixweek course on Living Well Everyone enjoyed the class
and I think they wereable to see apositive way to put themselves in charge oftheir own life and
healthcare We are planning to offer this course again in the fall

On Friday April 8t we invited the WaldorfSchool ofNewtown to square dance with our seniors

Everyone had a great time The Annual Tea Party was postponed due to bad weather and rescheduled
for April 15t Tax Day We are still going to have some great entertainment and some good food

That day is also National Healthcare Decision Day and the Bethel VNA will be here from9151015
am to help you explore resources to help you make decisions about your healthcare Our annual Tag
Sale will be held on Saturday April 30 from 9 am to 3 pm Tables are going fast

On March 25t 1700 newsletters were distributed among mailings deliveries to Bishop Curtis and

Reynolds Ridge and those picked up at the Senior Center Visiting the Center we had an average of
109 peopledayThis increase is due to an increase ofpeople in our exercise programs and the AARP

Tax Aide program which is helping about 16 people aweek Thirtyfourpeople will betaking the new

AARP driving course on April 12tH
Trips in 2010

May 614 Cruise to Canada 1225 to 2400

April 28 Riverhouse 71
May 26 Singing in the Rain Westchester Dinner Theatre 79
June 7 Foxwoods 25
June 16 World Flower Show 96
June 2022 Lancaster PA and Joseph 397
June 29 A Day at the RacesSuffolk Downs 71

Respectfully submitted

Kathleen Oles Director Bethel Senior Center
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It was not a bad month inall Most people
who are eligible for heating assistance have

been taken care ofby now A few have

consistently missed their appointments or

failed to provide the right documentation

But John and Ihave done the best we can

We had a fire in town a few weeks ago
which displaced an elderly resident

I was able to provide him with some basic

needs and applications for elderly housing
Fortunately he has a place to stay withhis

employer temporarily

Im setting iip the Easter food deliveries

now Theme is more this year than in the

past years Ihave had a lot ofdonations to

the food pantry this spring Ihope to find a



student who can organize it over Spring
break

Respectfiilly submitted
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Kathleen Gillen

Municipal Agent for the Elderly


